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The role of Language Arts in the English Language Curriculum

English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-Secondary 6) (CDC,2017)
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‘Readers’ 

General 
Readers

• not levelled

• categorised 
according to genres, 
e.g., literary fiction –
drama, poetry, fairy 
tale; fiction – classic, 
sci-fi, mystery, 
romance; non-fiction 
– procedural text, 
biography, etc.

• focus - enjoyment, 
knowledge

Graded 
Readers

• different levels

• focus – vocabulary, 
text types

Phonics 
Readers

• different levels

• matched to the 
Phonics learned

• teaching notes

• focus – Phonics, 
vocabulary, text 
types

- Simple Books Designed for Children or English Learners  

Sources of Language Arts materials



What is Phonics?

Phonics is a method of teaching people…

1. to know the main sounds of English.

2. to read by memorising words.

3. to read by learning the sounds that letters represent.

Phonics must be 

taught in context.

The role of Phonics in Language Arts 

Definition from Cambridge Dictionary

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/phonics

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/phonics
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‘Peter Piper picked a peck of 

pickled peppers.’

‘pot pin pan pen’

rhymes
‘cat bat mat; ‘true boo moo’; 

‘time rhyme climb crime’

onsets and rimes
‘s-at', 's-ick', 's-ail', 'sh-eep', 'sc-

an’, 'sc-ale', 'spl-it'

The role of Phonics in Language Arts
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syllables ‘tell'-1, 'teller'-2, 'telephone'-3, 'television'-4

affixes - prefixes 
and suffixes

prefixes- 'un- pre- re-’ suffixes- '-ful -ed -s/es’

enact react overact underact actress actor 

action active reaction proactive

onomatopoeia
Context – a robbery

'bang – window smashed’, ‘boom – bag 

thrown out’, ‘beep – alarm activated’

repetitions ‘Happy birthday to you’ x 4

The Role of Phonics in Language Arts



Teaching and 

Learning of 

Phonics using 

Language Arts 

Materials



Phonological 
Features in 

Language Arts 
materials

Planning

Implementation

Evaluation



Planning

1. Go over the text to analyse the phonological features –
both sounds level and beyond.

2. Set learning objectives to match SS’ level and needs. 

3. Decide how to support the target phonological features 
with examples from the chosen Language Arts material(s).

4. Select from a repertoire of Phonics and language 
activities to use in the Pre- While- and Post-Stages of a 
reading lesson to get SS to learn, practise and consolidate 
their Phonics knowledge, and to further develop and 
enhance their language skills.



Implementation

Evaluation

• Discuss potential challenges SS may face and ways to further 

consolidate previously learnt Phonics knowledge and 

language skills.



Demonstrations & 
Practices



KS1 Demo 1 – ‘My Toys’

Let's Experience and Appreciate Poetry (LEAP) by EDB



KS1 Demo 1 – ‘My Toys’

/ch/ chuff-chuff-choo

/r/ rum- /t/ tum- /t/ tum

/gr/ grr grrr grrr /cl/ clitter-clatter

/b/ bump

My red engine goes chuff-chuff-choo! chuff-chuff-choo!

My shiny drum goes rum-tum-tum, rum-tum-tum.

My teddy bear goes grr… grrr… grr…

And my wooden bricks go clitter-clatter, clitter-clatter, rattle-bang –

BUMP!



KS1 Demo 1 – ‘My Toys’

At Night

I hear a dog, woof, woof, woof.

I hear a cat, miaow, miaow, miaow.

I hear a baby, waah, waah, waah.

What sounds do you hear at night?

Post-reading Activities



KS1 Demo 2 –

‘The Three 

Little Pigs’

A B C

What’s going to 

happen to…?

Who are they?



Scene 3 (original):

(At midnight there is a knock at the door. Patrick wakes up to see who it is.)
Patrick: (Asking sleepily) Who is it?
Big Bad Wolf: It’s the Wolf. Let me in!
Patrick: No way! You tried to eat my younger brother and sister. I won’t let you in!
(Patsy and Peter also wake up to see what is happening.)
Big Bad Wolf: Then I’ll huff and puff and blow your house in.
(Big Bad Wolf huffs and puffs and blows but he cannot blow the house in.)
Patrick: Our house is very strong. You’ll never eat us, Big Bad Wolf.
(Big Bad Wolf climbs to the top of the house and goes down the chimney.)
Big Bad Wolf: I’m going to eat you all!
(Patrick puts a pot of boiling water under the chimney. When Big Bad Wolf comes 
down the chimney, he lands in the boiling water.)
Big Bad Wolf: Help! Help!
Patrick: You’re not big and bad anymore, Big Bad Wolf.
Patsy: How clever you are, Big Brother! You’ve saved our lives again. I’ll always 
listen to you.
Peter: I’ll always listen to you too.
Patrick: From now on, we’ll live safely and happily together.
(The three little pigs hug together.) KS1 Demo 2 –

‘The Three 

Little Pigs’
Let's Experience and Appreciate Drama (LEAD) by EDB
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-
edu/references-
resources/LEAD/Libray%20of%20plays/Adaptation%20of%20classic%20stories/The
%20three%20little%20pigs/Script.pdf

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LEAD/Libray of plays/Adaptation of classic stories/The three little pigs/Script.pdf


Big Bad Wolf: Then I’ll _____ and ______ and 

blow your house in.

• ‘bang’ – someone is knocking on a door

• ‘boing’ – something is going down the chimney quickly

• ‘crash’ – a house got blown in

• ‘huff puff’ – someone is panting after blowing

• ‘splash’ – water is coming out of a pot of water

• ‘thud’ – when something heavy falls

KS1 Demo 2 –

‘The Three 

Little Pigs’



KS1 Demo 2 –

‘The Three 

Little Pigs’



Adjectives and Alliterations - introduction

Winnie

/w/

‘wise, well-known, warm-hearted’

??? + Winnie – wise Winnie

??? + Kelly – killer / clever Kelly

??? + Avisha – attentive / amazing Avisha

Personalisation – SS can choose 

alliterations to describe the personalities / 

strengths of their classmates.

KS2 Demo 1  – ‘Chinese New Year’



Chinese Zodiac

Adjectives as Alliterations

‘BEEP-beep-beep (adj.) beep (animal)’ - ‘_urious _at’ 

‘beep-BEEP-beep-beep (adj.) BEEP (animal)’ - ‘_emarkable _at’

(P3) (not so) ‘optimistic ox’ - _ptimistic _x

‘beep-beep-BEEP-beep (adj.) BEEP (animal)

KS2 Demo 1  – ‘Chinese New Year’



Shared Reading – SS read 

different paragraphs of the 

story in groups while paying 

more attention to the 

alliterations by enunciating 

them clearly and with 

expressions.

KS2 Demo 1  – ‘Chinese New Year’



Post-reading – Creativity and Application:

1) Get SS to rewrite a section about a 

particular animal using adjectives as 

alliterations.

2) Get SS to rewrite the ending using 

adjectives as alliterations.

3) Get SS to add a new zodiac animal to 

the story using adjectives as alliterations:

‘bossy bear’

‘brilliant bird’

‘unique unicorn’

Chinese Zodiac

KS2 Demo 1  – ‘Chinese New Year’



KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’

It’s time for a 

story!

What kind of 

story do you like?



Preparation

Preview the rhyme to check if the language matches the needs 
and level of your SS. Some words can be difficult or colloquial (in 
italics). Rhyming words are underlined. For example:

Stanza 1, L1-2 –

‘As soon as Wolf began to feel

That he would like a decent meal,’

Stanza 5, L7-8 –

‘The small girl smiles. One eyelid flickers.

She whips a pistol from her knickers.’ (sneakers)

KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’



beginning

climax

resolution

ending

What happened to the 

Wolf after he tried to eat 
Little Red Riding Hood?

What happened to 

Little Red Riding 
Hood in the end of 

the story?

KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’



1. As soon as Wolf began to feel

2. That he would like a decent meal,

3. He went and knocked on Grandma’s door.

4. When Grandma opened it, she saw

5. The sharp white teeth, the horrid grin,

6. And Wolfie said, ‘May I come in?’

7. Poor Grandmamma was terrified,

8. ‘He’s going to eat me up,’ she cried.

9. And she was absolutely right.

10. He ate her up in one big bite.

Some ending 

sounds have the 

same spelling 

patterns, and some 

do not.

KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’



Rhymes 

Detectives

KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’



‘A few weeks later, in the wood,

I came across Miss Riding Hood.

But what a change! No cloak of red,

No silly hood upon her head.

She said, ‘Hello, and do please note

‘My lovely furry WOLFSKIN COAT.’

Let’s write a new ending!

KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’



1. Choose a time – days / months / years / hours hours

2. Choose a place – hill / lake / pool / shop shop

3. Choose a title – Mr / Miss / Mrs Mrs

4. Choose an adjective that rhymes with ‘Riding’ Sliding

5. Choose a surname that rhymes with (2) Pop

6. Choose a clothes item or accessory rings

7. Choose a colour pink

8. Choose a body part / pet / object that rhymes with (7) sink

9. Choose two adjectives like ‘big bad’ naughty nosy

10. Choose an object that rhymes with ‘note’ coat

KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’



KS2 Demo 2 – ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’

A few hours later, in the shop,

I came across Mrs Sliding Pop.

But what a change! No rings of pink,

No silly hood upon her sink.

She said, ‘Hello, and do please note,

‘My naughty nosy coat.’



When using 

Language 

Arts… 

Search for videos or audio versions of the 
materials to allow SS to enjoy listening and 
watching them.

Point out the phonological, musical and 
creative elements in the materials to help SS 
to appreciate them.

Provide reliable sources to SS so that they can 
be exposed to more of these materials.

Design meaningful and fun activities for SS to 
apply their phonological knowledge, 
develop and enhance their language skills 
to express and communicate their feelings.



Teaching Phonics at Primary Level (2017), 

accessible via http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017

Handout p.1

http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017


Dos and Don’ts


